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New art exhibit ‘Greylock Anatomy’ set to open at Greylock Arts
in Adams
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The human body is often seen as weaker than the human intellect. However,
author Henry Miller saw the body not as the betrayer but as the betrayed. "Our
own physical body possesses a wisdom which we who inhabit the body lack,"
he wrote. "We give it orders which make no sense."
Miller is not the only one to pay tribute to the ingenuity of the body. On Friday,
March 11, Greylock Arts on Summer Street in Adams is opening "Greylock’s
Anatomy," a group exhibit exploring representations of the human form. The
show will include not only traditional oil paintings by Thor Wickstrom and
sculptures by Diane Sullivan, but also interactive works such as RAMPS, a
wheelchair computer designed by Wlodek Koss and John Schimmel and X-ray
quilts by Karylee Doubiago.
This mix of the modern with the traditional is, according to Marianne Petit,
Greylock Arts co-director, a happy marriage of media for novice art-goers and
sophisticates alike.
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"There are multiple points of access with this kind of work," Petit said. "A lot of
these are working pieces, and the artists are there with their work and very
approachable. It’s a welcoming space, and the show is open to anyone."
"Greylock’s Anatomy" is not the first of its kind at Greylock Arts. Co-director Matthew Belanger said interactive exhibits
such as this are meant to encourage a different kind of thinking when it comes to perceptions
surrounding art.
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"It is possible for art to be fun while still being
engaging and intellectually challenging," he said. "It’s
just a matter of people who are willing to go outside of
their comfort zone. A low interest in art does not mean
lack of interest but lack of exposure. The same can be
said for an artist who doesn’t like sports. Maybe they
haven’t even been to a game."

Rentals Stuff Autos Jobs
RNS Full...
MAYNARD LANDSCAPE...
JV BASEBALL...
EDM Experienced...
ASSISTANT INNKEEPER...

Interest is not difficult to cultivate, but creativity seems
to be inborn, especially within the 10 artists whose
work will appear in the show. Sculptor and North
Adams resident Diane Sullivan (who has eight
sculptures in the show) said her creativity is often
influenced by her physical surroundings.
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"In the past, I’ve worked with much larger pieces," she
said. "But since moving to the Eclipse Mill, where I
have a giant loft studio, I’ve found myself working
smaller. Living in a space like this, everything gets
swallowed, so I prefer that intimacy of working
smaller."
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While her work is shrinking in size, Sullivan said the
figure, no matter its scale, has always held a certain
fascination for her.
"I’ve always been interested in the figurative, whether it’s painting or drawing or viewing," she said. "This latest series is
based around my father’s passing about a year and half ago. It’s been very emotional, and I find that when I grieve, I
need to put it into a three-dimensional form."
Reflecting on the human form has inspired Gordon Sasaki, a community and access educator for the Museum of
Modern Art in New York City, to create "Skinsuit," two suits (one titled "Adam," the other, "Eve") constructed of "clear
PVC plastic" and "crudely hand-sewn together with monofilament."
"These pieces are a part of a larger theme I have been exploring for many years," he said. "My work is about the body
and its interpretation and meaning. In this case, I am investigating ‘invisibility’ in a literal and metaphorical sense.
Imagine if you could step out of your skin, these are what remain. Pieced together in a Frankenstein-like fashion with
their direct reference to the body quotes the Promethean possibilities of reanimation, contemporary life emerging from
‘plastic.’"
The futuristic, somewhat macabre style of "Greylock’s Anatomy" is strangely the result of several different artists who
are supposedly far afield from each other.
"We have artists from Hawaii, South Africa, Israel, Adams, Boston and New York City," Petit said. "It’s a very
international representation. We saw the work of each artist in a different context, and we’ve known their work for a
long period of time. Together, they make this show."
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From the neighborhood sculptor to the thesis project on height and shoes, the exhibit provides a powerful sampling of
the inspiration provided by the physical body with all of its potential and limitations. Yet, according to Belanger, it is
precisely these limitations that have provided boundless opportunity for the artists themselves.
"It’s the perfect cross-pollination of artists," he said. "The body is an issue that goes in multiple directions."
Sullivan said she will continue to explore these directions, hoping, as all artists do, to dig deeper into her own concepts
of the body and to create works that honor the truth of what it means to be human.
"I want to tell a little more about the body," she said. "These are very personal because in some way I am seeing my
own body. I always come with the work, whether I mean to or not."
"Greylock’s Anatomy" opens at Greylock Arts on Summer Street in Adams with an opening reception on Friday, March
11, from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. and runs through April 23. For more information, visit greylockarts.net.
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